
Fremont Public Library District 
Regular Monthly Board Meeting 

December 17, 2020 
1. Call to Order 

President Hoenig called to order the regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Board of Library Trustees for 
the Fremont Public Library District at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday December 17, 2020. This meeting was held 
remotely via Zoom, with Director Scott Davis and Assistant Director Becky Ingram physically present in the 
library facility.  

2. Roll Call: 
Trustees Present: Carol Mallquist, Brenda Pathmann, Amber Reid-Schwenk, Marla Wolf, and Steve Hoenig 
Absent: Laurie MacKay (arrived at 6:02 p.m.), Terry Wood 
Also Present: Scott Davis, Director; Becky Ingram, Asst. Director. 

3. Approve Agenda - Trustee Mallquist made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Trustee Wolf. The 
roll was called:  
Yes: Mallquist, Pathmann, Reid-Schwenk, Wolf and Hoenig. 
Absent: MacKay, Wood  
The motion passed. 

4. Concerns of the Public: one attendee, no comments  
5. Secretary’s Report  

5.1 Pathmann made a motion to approve minutes of Special Meeting of October 29, 2020; seconded by 
Wolf. The roll was called: 
Yes: MacKay, Mallquist, Pathmann, Reid-Schwenk, Wolf and Hoenig. 
Absent: Wood  
The motion passed. 

5.2  Pathmann made a motion to approve minutes of regular monthly meeting of November 19, 2020 as 
corrected; seconded by Mallquist. The roll was called: 
Yes: MacKay, Mallquist, Pathmann, Reid-Schwenk, Wolf and Hoenig. 
Absent: Wood  
The motion passed. 

5.3  Pathmann made a motion to approve minutes of Closed Session held during regular monthly Board 
meeting of November 19, 2020; seconded by Wolf. The roll was called: 
Yes: MacKay, Mallquist, Pathmann, Reid-Schwenk, Wolf and Hoenig.  
Absent: Wood 
The motion passed. 

5.4 Pathmann made a motion to open Closed Session minutes from the Personnel Committee 
meeting of September 8, 2020 and the Special meeting of October 8, 2020 for public review, 
seconded by Reid-Schwenk. All other Closed Session minutes will remain closed. The roll was 
called: 
Yes: MacKay, Mallquist, Pathmann, Reid-Schwenk, Wolf and Hoenig.  
Absent: Wood 
The motion passed.  

5.5 Pathmann made a motion to authorize the destruction of the verbatim recordings of Closed 
Sessions for Personnel Committee meeting of May 13, 2019 and regular monthly meeting of 
May 16, 2019, seconded by Reid-Schwenk.  All other Closed Session verbatim recordings will 
remain. The roll was called: 
Yes: MacKay, Mallquist, Pathmann, Reid-Schwenk, Wolf and Hoenig.  
Absent: Wood 
The motion passed. 

6. Treasurer’s Report 
6.1  Presentation of monthly Finance Report for November 2020. Mallquist complimented the Friends of the 

Library on making their annual contribution for twice the budgeted amount.  



 

6.2 Mallquist made a motion to approve lists of Checks, payment of bills and salaries, and transfers for 
November 2020; seconded by Pathmann. Mallquist noted that the Youth Periodicals budget line was 
over spent. Director Davis noted that it is likely a miscoding of an invoice and will investigate. Mallquist 
also asked if the audit has been fully paid for since the budget line is slightly underspent. Davis said he 
believed the billing is complete and that it came in for the amount agreed to in the five year contract. 
The roll was called:  
Yes: MacKay, Pathmann, Mallquist, Wolf and Hoenig.  
Absent: Reid-Schwenk, Wood 
The motion passed. 

7. Committee Reports 
7.1  Finance Committee – no report. 
7.2  Personnel Committee – no report from Chair; Davis reported that longtime employee Marie Zahnle 

retired. The Board thanked her for her service and wished her well in retirement.  
7.3  Physical Facilities Committee – no report. 
7.4  Policy Committee – no report. 

8. President’s Report 
8.1 Hoenig noted how trying 2020 was and thanked staff on behalf of the Board of Trustees for their 

resilience and ability to serve the public under such difficult and unprecedented times.  
9. Director’s Report 

9.1 Correspondence:  
9.1.1.  Thank you card from staff member to each of the Board members for their support of the staff 

throughout the pandemic.  
9.1.2.  Also received was check from Lake County FEMA to reimburse library for COVID related expenses 

totaling $43,442. The money came from the county’s share of Federal CARES Act funding. Davis 
thanked Accounting Coordinator Stacy Mora for her work on applying for the reimbursement.  

9.1.3.  Correspondence received from County Assessor’s office for large reduction request in assessed 
commercial property value. The library is not intervening but a local school district is appealing.  

9.2 Per Capita Grant requirements were briefly discussed. The State Library is requiring libraries review the 
entirety of Serving Our Public: Standards for Illinois Public Libraries instead of the usual chapter or two. 
Half of the book will be reviewed at the January Board meeting, the other half the following month.   

9.3  Lighting project progress to date was reviewed. The impasse discussed last month over the ComEd 
incentive funds was resolved with agreement on a 50-50 split. Preparation work continues apace, but 
lead times on some of the products remain lengthy. Davis asked the Board to extend the library’s 
building closure even if the health metrics improve enough to allow the resumption of patron browsing 
so that the construction work could continue unabated. The curbside delivery service is working very well 
and computer appointments have continued even during the current building closure so any impositions 
to the public would be minimal. The Board agreed that expediting the work is worth the extended time 
closed to browsing. An estimated timeline for completion will be presented at the next meeting.  

9.4 The replacement generator shipment has been delayed again, as has the UV lighting for the air handlers.  
9.5 The Governor extended Tier 2 mitigations for another couple of weeks. 
9.6 Assistant Director Ingram announced that due to post office delays the next issue of the newsletter will 

go out a week later than originally planned. The newsletter features the library’s 20th anniversary in the 
current building. No in-person celebrations can be held for the time being, but there will be a 
promotional giveaway of FPLD face masks.  

10. Other Business 
10.1  Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements was presented and will be filed with the County and a 

notice of availability of audit report for public review will be published in accordance with state law. 

10.2  Reid-Schwenk moved to Adopt Resolution No. FY2020-21-102, A Resolution Authorizing 
Temporary Allocation of Paid Sick Leave; seconded by Pathmann. Davis explained this is a 
continuation of ordinances previously approved during the pandemic. The roll was called:  
Yes: MacKay, Mallquist, Pathmann, Reid-Schwenk, Wolf and Hoenig  



 

Absent: Wood  
The motion passed. 

11. Adjournment 
Hoenig made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:58 p.m.; seconded by Reid-Schwenk. The roll was called: 
Yes: MacKay, Mallquist, Pathmann, Reid-Schwenk, Wolf and Hoenig.  
Absent: Wood 
The motion passed. 

 
 
Approved 01/21/21 
/s/Brenda Pathmann, Secretary  
 

 


