
Fremont Public Library District 
Regular Monthly Board Meeting 

March 18, 2021 
1. Call to Order 

President Hoenig called to order the regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Board of Library Trustees for 
the Fremont Public Library District at 6:03 p.m. on Thursday, March 18, 2021. This meeting was held remotely 
via Zoom, with Library Administrators physically present in the facility.  

2. Roll Call: 
Trustees Present: Laurie MacKay, Carol Mallquist, Brenda Pathmann, Amber Reid-Schwenk, and Steve Hoenig 
Absent: Marla Wolf, Terry Wood 
Also Present: Scott Davis, Director; Becky Ingram, Assistant Director 

3. Approve Agenda - Pathmann made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Reid-Schwenk. The roll was 
called:  
Yes: MacKay, Mallquist, Pathmann, Reid-Schwenk and Hoenig 
Absent: Wolf, Wood  
The motion passed. 

4. Concerns of the Public: none 
5. Secretary’s Report  

5.1 Pathmann made a motion to approve minutes of regular monthly meeting of February 18, 2021; 
seconded by Mallquist. The roll was called: 
Yes: MacKay, Mallquist, Pathmann, Reid-Schwenk and Hoenig. 
Absent: Wolf, Wood  
The motion passed. 

6. Treasurer’s Report 
6.1 Presentation of monthly Finance Report for February 2021.  
6.2 Mallquist made a motion to approve lists of Checks, payment of bills and salaries, and transfers for 

March 2021; seconded by Pathmann. There was no discussion. The roll was called:  
Yes: MacKay, Pathmann, Mallquist, Reid-Schwenk and Hoenig.  
Absent: Wolf, Wood 
The motion passed. 

7. Committee Reports 
7.1  Finance Committee – no report 
7.2  Personnel Committee – no report; will meet before April meeting to conduct Director’s evaluation prior 

to new Board members joining the Board in May.  
7.3  Physical Facilities Committee – no report 
7.4  Policy Committee – no report; Davis noted that he is contacting HR Source to conduct long-discussed 

review and update of employment policy handbook.  
8. President’s Report – no report; next Adopt-A-Highway cleanup date to be selected soon.  
9. Director’s Report 

9.1 Correspondence: None  
9.2 Board President Hoenig thanked Director Davis for his perspective on the recent decision by Dr. Seuss’s 

publishers to discontinue several titles due to objectionable and harmful images. 
9.3 Lighting project was reviewed. The project is drawing to a close but several key components remain to be 

finished. Now that building is about to reopen for public browsing, all work is now being done during 
overnight hours so as to not interfere with staff or public functions. There is no extra cost to the library 
for this change in work shifts. A change order is pending to replace the lights selected for the backside of 
the upper public stairwell with can lights due to the lack of space behind the drywall. The contractor 
asked again for a substantial change to the way the wiring runs are completed, which was again rejected. 
They were told that they are expected to perform the work as specified.  

9.4 The damage caused by the iced over roof drain and leaky fire sprinkler head in the Tech Services 
Department have been completed.  



 

9.5 Library reopening for browsing on March 22; staff and facility are ready. Expectations are that there may 
be an opening surge of patrons then it is expected things will revert back to usage patterns prior to the 
November closing for browsing. That is what other libraries that already reopened have reported. If 
patron attendance reaches near building capacity, steps will be taken to thin out the crowd such as 
making announcements. If an individual has long exceeded their stay, a manager or supervisor will be 
called upon to talk with the individual about how they can best finish up their stay.  

10. Other Business 
10.1 It appears that the public libraries in the county will not be able to provide the resources or numbers of 

employees needing vaccines necessary to host a closed vaccination POD, so Davis is contacting other 
units of government in the area to see if a local POD is feasible. Staff would be expected to volunteer to 
work the event in exchange for the shot. 

10.2 The Library has asked the Village for assistance in dealing with issues relating to public use of the pond. In 
general, the pond and land around it are owned by the Village and they are responsible for its 
infrastructure and any trees that were here before the library was built, while the library is responsible 
for cutting the lawn around the pond and maintaining any trees planted as part of the new construction. 
The library has exceeded its minimal requirements and has spent many years aerating it and planting 
flowers and grasses in efforts to stabilize erosion and make the pond a healthy and attractive amenity for 
library users. The pond-side plantings are also meant to deter both goose and human activity around the 
pond’s banks for water quality and human safety reasons. Over the last year there has been a marked 
increase by some members of the public ignoring signage and fishing the pond. When asked to stop, the 
responses have been mostly negative, sometime profane, and often ignored by individuals who quickly 
return when library personnel leave. Davis asked the Village to assist the library by designating the pond 
as a plant and animal restoration area and erect signage to keep away from the pond’s edge.  

10.3 Illinois Library Association is presenting a series of “Boot Camp for Trustees” programs to help new 
trustees gain some knowledge about their duties. 

10.4 Trustees should have all been contacted by the County for their annual Statement of Economic Interest 
filing. Any Trustees who did not get notified should let Davis know so he can follow up with the County. 

10.5 A new motorized cart for patron use has been ordered. The old one came over from the former library 
and was well-used over its long life. The new model is the same brand and should arrive in June. 

10.6 A new online magazine database called PressReader is being added to the library’s digital offerings. It 
provides full images, looking just like the print titles rather than just offering text.  

10.7 Trustee MacKay mentioned it was Women’s History Day and asked if the library could do something to 
recognize it next year. Ingram mentioned that the library did do several things throughout the month in 
support of National Women’s History Month.  

11. Adjournment 
Hoenig made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:21 p.m.; seconded by Mallquist. The roll was called: 
Yes: MacKay, Mallquist, Pathmann, Reid-Schwenk and Hoenig.  
Absent: Wolf, Wood 
The motion passed. 

 
 
Approved 04/15/21 
/s/Brenda Pathmann, Secretary  
 


